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NOMINATION FORM FOR INDIVIDUALS

REGIONAL AND NATIONAL AWARDS
Background

Muscular Dystrophy Canada celebrates the contributions of individuals to fulfilling its mission. All volunteers, Fire Fighters and researchers work together to strive to make a difference in the lives of those affected by neuromuscular disorders.  At the same time, some individuals are honoured for significant contributions.  Recognition is given at the regional and national levels.  
The following national awards are given annually to people who, in the mind of the Awards and Recognition Committee, most exemplify the qualities and excellence that the award was established to honour.
Muscular Dystrophy Canada also wishes to develop greater diversity in nominations for awards to include the broad range of stakeholders within its network.  Please consider youth, health professionals, people with neuromuscular disorders, their families, their extended networks, caregivers, volunteers with no direct personal connection to a person with a neuromuscular disorder, as well as those representing various cultural backgrounds.

Volunteers and staff from across the country are encouraged to prepare detailed nominations for people who they think have best demonstrated the qualities outlined below over the past year or over a period of several years.
Please note that no individual can be the recipient of the same award for two years in a row.  Regional and local differences will be taken into account in the decision-making about awardees.  The Committee reserves the right to not make an award in any given year.  All regional winners will be automatically submitted for consideration by the national Awards and recognition committee.  Additionally, nominees whose work has had a nation-wide impact will also be eligible.
Nominations for the following individual awards are to be submitted electronically to the regional contact by May 14th, 2010.
Awards and Criteria
The Dr. David Green Founder’s Award
A scientist or researcher who has made a significant contribution to Muscular Dystrophy Canada in the areas of neuromuscular research or the advancement of care of clients with neuromuscular diseases throughout the past year (April to March).
Dr. David Green was one of Muscular Dystrophy Canada’s founding members. 

Dr. Green's involvement with Muscular Dystrophy Canada was very personal. In the mid-1940s, Dr.Green's son Larry was diagnosed with Duchenne muscular dystrophy (DMD). Frustrated that no research was being done in Canada, Dr. Green founded Muscular Dystrophy Canada - then known as the Muscular Dystrophy Association of Canada -in 1954.

Dr. Green worked tirelessly as a volunteer and Chair of the Board of Directors of Muscular Dystrophy Canada from the early 1950s through 1981, when he was appointed Honorary President. Dr. Green served as Honorary President until 1995. Sadly, Dr. Green passed away on January 4, 2007 at the age of 96. Dr. Green contributions to the fight for a cure to neuromuscular disorder will always be celebrated and treasured.
Mary Ann Wickham Award
A Muscular Dystrophy Canada volunteer who has made an outstanding contribution in fundraising, public relations, services, and/or advocacy work throughout the past year (April to March).
Mary Ann Wickham was one of Muscular Dystrophy Canada’s first volunteers. 
As a young nurse, Ms. Wickham initiated a program of direct service for people living with a neuromuscular disorder. Ms. Wickham continued in this service role until 1965 - always on a volunteer basis. In 1965, Muscular Dystrophy Canada hired the first full-time staff person with a mandate to manage and provide a specific range of services for persons and families living with neuromuscular disorders. 
Sadly, Mary Ann Wickham passed away on March 28, 2003. Ms. Wickham’s contributions to the way Muscular Dystrophy Canada delivers client services will be forever remembered and celebrated.
Fire Fighter of the Year Award
A Fire Fighter who has demonstrated overall excellence in areas of public awareness, education, fundraising, and/or volunteer recruitment throughout the past year (April to March).

Michel Louvain Award
An individual with a neuromuscular disorder who has made an outstanding contribution to Muscular Dystrophy Canada in fundraising, public relations, services and/or advocacy work throughout the past year (April to March).
Michel Louvain is a French Quebec singer who has been popular in that province ever since the start of his career in the 1960s. Known for his great kindness, generosity and dedication, Mr. Louvain has been a volunteer with Muscular Dystrophy Canada for over 20 years. For 12 years, he hosted the Téléthon de la dystrophie musculaire telecast and has been Honorary Chairman of Quebec’s fundraising campaigns for the past 20 years. 
Mr. Louvain’s commitment to improving the lives of people with neuromuscular disorders will be forever be remembered and celebrated by Muscular Dystrophy Canada.

Nomination Form
	Nominee:
	

	Award:
	

	Address :
	

	
	

	Telephone :
	

	E-mail :
	


	

	Nominator :
	

	Address :
	

	
	

	Telephone :
	

	Email :
	


	Signature:
	


Rationale for Nomination:

In 5-10 sentences, outline how the nominee meets the criteria for the award and supports the mission of Muscular Dystrophy Canada.  Please refer to specific examples of their contribution, accomplishments, leadership, commitment, innovative efforts, regional/national impact etc. 
Muscular Dystrophy Canada is a non-profit organization dedicated to enhancing the lives of those affected with neuromuscular disorders by continually working to provide ongoing support and resources while relentlessly searching for a cure through well-funded research.
To assist you, you might refer to any of these specific areas: 

Public relations: Media articles, radio & television.

Services: Peer support, information-sharing, education, Chapter development.

Advocacy: Position papers, social/institutional change resulting from effort, people helped.

Research: Years spent on research into neuromuscular disorders, results achieved, awards received, and influence.
Fundraising: Percentage or year over year revenue growth, participation levels, new initiatives and dollars raised.

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


Give three reasons why this nominee is particularly deserving this year?

	

	

	

	

	


Submit this nomination electronically to the relevant regional contact person listed below:

	Atlantic
	Jeff Sparks
	jeff.sparks@muscle.ca 

	Québec
	Aminata Millaire
	aminata.millaire@muscle.ca

	Ontario
	Meighan Hartley
	meighan.hartley@muscle.ca

	Prairies
	Terri Tumack
	terri.tumack@muscle.ca 

	British Columbia
	Carolyn Winter
	carolyn.winter@muscle.ca 
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For regional use only:  This nominee is recommended by the regional awards committee for consideration for the national award.  





Signature of Chair:
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